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CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS, IVY TECH COMMUNITY COLLEGE ANNOUNCE PARTNERSHIP 

 

INDIANAPOLIS – (July 17, 2009) Mayor Greg Ballard and Ivy Tech Community College-Central 

Indiana Chancellor Dr. Hank Dunn today announced a unique partnership between the City of 

Indianapolis Department of Parks and Recreation and Ivy Tech-Central Indiana to promote education 

among youth and provide opportunities for college students to interact with neighborhoods. 

 

“The goal of this partnership is to address community needs through educational and recreational activities 

while at the same time providing valuable opportunities for Ivy Tech programs and students to become 

involved with neighborhoods throughout Indianapolis,” said Mayor Ballard. “This partnership between the 

City and Ivy Tech is a vital link to improving communication between educators and students and the next 

generation of educators and students.” 

 

The partnership launched today at Barton Park with the Outdoor Classroom Initiative, a three-phase 

project engineered by the Environmental Education, Land Stewardship, Greenways and Forestry divisions 

of Indy Parks and the Geology, Biology and Engineering departments at Ivy Tech-Central Indiana. The 

first phase involves Indy Parks staff and about 50 Ivy Tech-Central Indiana faculty and students cleaning, 

mowing, and clearing brush and tree debris at Barton Park. The second phase will occur in September with 

the placement of a trail system within the park. Phase three will incorporate the development of a theme 

created by Ivy Tech-Central Indiana Fine Arts students into benches that will be placed in designated areas 

at the park. 

 

The framework for the Volunteer and Learn project is being designed with the help of Ivy Tech-Central 

Indiana Dean of the School of Public and Social Services and the School of Education Terri Jablonski-

Polk and Indy Parks Senior Facilities Manager Linda Koontz. This aspect of the partnership spans many 
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academic areas. Ivy Tech-Central Indiana students will work with Indy Parks family center staff to 

identify topics relevant to community interests and needs. These topics will be presented at a community 

fair at select family centers consisting of stations where community participants can interact and 

participate in various activities such as arts and crafts, aerobic activities, storytelling, nutrition tips, and 

health and wellness.   

 

“This multi-faceted partnership with Indy Parks underscores our commitment to the „community‟ portion 

of our name – Ivy Tech Community College,” said Chancellor Dunn. “Components of our collaboration, 

including the Barton Park initiative and the informational sessions planned for the family centers, offer our 

students opportunities to learn and contribute through service in a community setting. With our shared 

educational missions, I expect the partnership between Ivy Tech and Indy Parks to continue to grow.” 

 

Indy Parks Aquatics and Ivy Tech-Central Indiana‟s School of Public and Social Services introduced 

today an Ivy Tech scholarship program for lifeguards employed by Indy Parks. Three $400 scholarships 

will be awarded to three individuals who have worked 500 hours or more at aquatic facilities, and three 

$600 scholarships will be awarded to lifeguards who have worked 1,000 hours or more at aquatic 

facilities.  

 

“This program rewards the commitment by Indy Parks lifeguards who return to work at our aquatic 

facilities year after year and provides incentives for them to attend college,” said Indy Parks Director 

Stuart Lowy. 

 

For more information about the partnership between the Department of Parks and Recreation and Ivy Tech 

Community College-Central Indiana, call Indy Parks Administrator of Family and School Programs Leslie 

Power at (317) 327-7015. 
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